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What would you do if your home or commu- 
nity were ravaged by a tornado or devas- 
tated by a flood? If the power were out, the 
telephones were down and perhaps a friend 
or relative were injured and in need of help? 
Or there’s been a train derailment and deadly 
fumes are drifting toward your community? 
Would you or your civic officials know 
what to do? 


Disasters can strike anywhere and at 

any time. In Canada, more than 60 natural 
and man-made disasters could occur, rang- 
ing from grasshopper plagues and chemical 
spills, to a nuclear attack on North America. 


Unfortunately, disasters are a fact of life. 
Though many can't be predicted or avoided, 
foresight and planning can often help keep 
the destruction, human suffering and loss 

of life to a minimum. 


In Canada, the agency responsible 

for co-ordinating the federal response to 
emergencies and for encouraging emergency 
preparedness to protect the health, life and 
property of Canadians is Emergency 
Preparedness Canada (EPC). 


A Bit of Mstory 


Emergency preparedness has long been an 
important federal concern. As early as 1948, 
the federal government established a civil 
defence organization within the Department 
of National Defence. At that time, civil 
defence measures were mainly aimed at 
countering the newly perceived threat of 
nuclear weapons. 


For about 20 years the organization 

operated under various titles and was 
attached to various departments, but its basic 
mandate remained the same: civil emergency 
preparedness to protect Canadians in the 
event of nuclear attack. 


In 1966, the mandate was broadened 

to put more emphasis on co-ordinating the 
federal response to peacetime emergencies, 
including both natural and man-made 
disasters. 


Following a reorganization in 1974, 

this expanded mandate was assigned to the 
newly created National Emergency Planning 
Establishment, which later became known as 
Emergency Planning Canada, or EPC. 


On July 1, 1986, to better reflect its 
functions and responsibilities, EPC’s name 
changed to Emergency Preparedness 
Canada. 


How Canada Deals with 
Emergencies 


When disaster strikes, the individual is the 
first line of defence. If the disaster is so severe 
that individuals can’t be expected to cope 

on their own, they look to their municipal 
services for help. If the emergency gets 
beyond local resources, the provincial 
government may be asked for assistance. 


Although ready to help at any time, 

the Government of Canada normally gets 
involved in an emergency only when a 
provincial government asks for assistance. 
The exception is when the emergency or 
some aspect of it falls within the jurisdiction 
of the federal government. 


Usually, EPC knows about a disaster 
before anyone asks for federal help. Our 
Situation Centre in Ottawa monitors 
emergencies all over Canada. This way, the 
government is ready to help when needed. 
Depending on the emergency, the most 
appropriate department takes the lead on 
behalf of the Government of Canada, with 
other departments providing support. 


Every federal department, Crown cor- 


poration and agency must plan and prepare 
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-o take on emergency responsibilities 

chat relate to their normal functions and 
-esources. For example, Transport Canada 
olans for assisting in possible disasters 
involving trains, ships and aircraft; Health 
and Welfare Canada plans for emergencies 
involving disease or injury; the Canadian 
Armed Forces plan and prepare to make 
their varied capabilities available when 
needed. 


EPC planners work with departmen- 
‘al officials to ensure these plans are as 
effective and as up to date as possible. 


Federal/ Provincial Co-operation 


The governments of the provinces, of the 
territories and of Canada work together in 
many areas of emergency preparedness. 

An EPC Regional Director in each provincial 
capital is in constant touch with provincial 
and territorial emergency officials to ensure 

a country-wide network of preparedness. 


Post-Disaster Financial Aid 


In the wake of a major disaster your commu- 
nity or province may face heavy re-building 
costs. To help provincial governments with 
the financial burden of their relief measures, 
EPC administers on behalf of the federal 
government the Disaster Financial Assistance 
arrangements. Since 1970 the Government 
of Canada has paid out more than $100 mil- 
lion in disaster relief to the provinces and 
territories. 


Generally, payments are made to help 
restore personal property, farmsteads, 
small businesses and public works to their 
pre-disaster condition. 


Planning for Tomorrow. . . Today 


Planning is the key to handling any disaster, 
If you know what to do you can keep the 
damage and human suffering to a minimum. 
Being prepared is a form of insurance. To 
foster good planning and promote national 
preparedness, EPC administers the Joint 
Emergency Preparedness Program (JEPP) 0 
behalf on the federal government. Roughly 
$6 million is spent annually to help province: 
and territories with emergency preparedness. 
projects. For example, the project may be 
emergency generators for Arctic commu- 
nities, an emergency response vehicle for the. 
Prairies, or a communications network for 
the Eastern provinces, as part of a longer 
term program to improve a province’s 

overall state of emergency preparedness. 


Training and Education 


EPC gives or sponsors more than 100 
courses, conferences and seminars a year at 
the Canadian Emergency Preparedness 
College in Arnprior, Ont. Each year, about 
3,000 representatives from all levels of goy- 
ernment and the private sector are trained in 
the techniques of emergency planning and 
management. Most courses run for one 
week, and topics range from emergency 
health and welfare services to transportation 
of dangerous goods. EPC pays travel and 
living expenses from the time course 
participants leave home until they return. 
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Research 


EPC sponsors research related to emergency 
preparedness. Past projects have included 
everything from an investigation of comput- 
ers and their potential application to emer 
gency planning, to an assessment of the eco- 
nomic impact should there be an interruption 
in Canada’s supply of Strategic minerals. 
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Some Key Programs 


EPC participates in various ways in a number 
of programs aimed at improving national 
preparedness for emergencies. Some 
examples are: 


Continuity of Government: the 
maintenance of a string of emergency 
operations centres across the country — all 
of them protected against radioactive fall- 
out and interlinked by communications 
systems. 

e Vital Points: a program to identify 

vital facilities, plants and services that 
would have to be protected if national 
security were theatened. 


® Essential Records: a program to identify 
and preserve those records that would 
be essential for government operations 
during and after a nuclear attack. 


@ NATO: planning activities and exercises 
related to the civil side of Alliance 
preparedness. 

© Canada/U.S. Co-operation: maintaining 

~ close working relationships with our coun- 
terpart organization in the United States, 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency. 


Youre Part of It! 


Although EPC is responsible for co-ordinat- 
ing the Government of Canada’s response to 
emergencies, and encouraging uniform stan- 
dards of preparedness across the country to 
meet any and all emergencies, the first line 
of response is YOU! Government cannot do 
it all. YOU have a responsibility. Please 
make sure you know what to do to protect 
yourself, your family and your property. 


For further information about EPC 
activities, or for copies of self-help measures 
you can take, please write or phone: 
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Public Information Planning 
and Services Directorate 


Emergency Preparedness Canada 
141 Laurier Avenue West 

2nd Floor, Gillin Building 
Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A OW6 

613-992-9988 

or any of our Regional Directors. 


Newfoundland 

Mr. D.H. Snow 

Emergency Preparedness Canada 

2nd Floor, Sir Humphrey Gilbert Building 
St. John’s, Nfld. 

AIC 1G4 


709-772-5522 


Prince Edward Island 

Mr. J.E. Ayers 

Emergency Preparedness Canada 
P.O. Box 1175 

2nd Floor, Dominion Building 
Queen Street 

Charlottetown, P.E.I. 

C1A 7M8 


902-566-7047 


Nova Scotia 

Mr. R.B. O’Sullivan 

Emergency Preparedness Canada 
Suite 801 

6009 Quinpool Road 

Halifax, N.S. 

B3K 5J7 


902-426-2082 


New Brunswick 

Mr. J.-P.D. Boiteau 

Emergency Preparedness Canada 
590 Brunswick Street 
Fredericton, N.B. 

E3B 1H5 


306-452-3020 


Ontario 

Mr. H.H. Sampson 

| Emergency Preparedness Canada 
Suite 900 

60 St. Clair Avenue East 

_ Toronto, Ont. 

MAT 1N5 


416-973-6343 


Quebec 

Mr. André Tremblay 

Emergency Preparedness Canada 
Suite 701 

250 ouest, Grande-Allée 

- Quebec, Que. 

G1R 2H4 

418-648-3111 


Manitoba 

Mr. A.J.K. Rasmussen 
Emergency Preparedness Canada 
Suite 306A 

391 York Avenue 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

R3C OP4 

204-949-6790) 


Saskatchewan 

Mr. H.FE. Swain 

Emergency Preparedness Canada 
850 Avord Tower 

2002 Victoria Avenue 

Regina, Sask. 

S4P OR7 

306-780-5005 


Alberta and Northwest 
Territories 

Mr. J.M. Hoffman 

Emergency Preparedness Canada 
10420-157 Street 

Edmonton, Alta. 

meP2V5 


403-420-3005 


British Columbia and Yukon 
Mr. F.D. Cooper 

Emergency Preparedness Canada 
Room 111 

816 Government Street 

Victoria, British Columbia 

V8W 1LW9 


604-388-3621 
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